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| A Briet Anſwer to three very orcat and 


= 


(1) 


concerning Queſtions. 


There are at this day three great Queſtions which if they were 
rightly ſtared, and thoroughly reſolved, they would ſcrve 
very much ro confirm the winds of Believers , in an aQtive 
diſcharge of choſe. | duties' which the preſent teaton 
requites from them,or elſe quigtand cempoie their (pirits if 
they are called roſuffer, | | 


/ 


He firſt queſtion {&3@8&Qnin? rhe Miniſters of Que. i. 
the Goipel (I meziffvebads are othcrwile rightly 
qualified to preach as being gifted by God , and 
called by the people)bur are forbid by the Cewil 
Magiſtrate to ex<rcite that office , the queſtion 
concerning them is whether in obeatence to the commands of the 
civil Magiſtrate they are roforbear preaching or not. 
1 ax wer by no means and that, Av. 1; 

' Firſt from the exam ple of our Saviour and his Apoftles,who 
though they wereas {ubjeRt ro the Law, as we are now, and in- 
joyned obcdience ro all the Jawful commands of civil Ma- 
giſtrates, yet when ever the civil Authority was abuſed 
E hinder preaching they+ did ' conſtantly refuſe to obey 
nem, * 

Thus cur Saviour, who as man behaved Limſelf niſcly [a] and [aſe 
commands all his followers todo to, yet in his preaching he ?** 73+ 
did not walk by thoſe riles of 1tccreiie and concealment which [6]Matg 
arc now accounted prudentzal tor when he was quetticned cog. 29 
cerning his Dogtine he aniwered {4] Iipake openly, or freely, [4] Jeb 
boldly, plainly, for to the word Tx#ppeo:* is often rendred)to the 18, 20, 
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(2) | 

World, ever taught tn the Synagogue and in the Temple,whither 
the Jews always reſe 5 and 19 ſecret thaveſard nothing; thus did 
C47 Pre. OÞT Saviour really, what is figurarively (bur with reſpe to 
1.50.21, him) ſpoken concerning wiſdom, [4]»:ſaom cryeth nithoat ſhean- 
; * ter*th her words in the ftreets 8 this preaching 1n publick our $a. 
[cJ?ſal. viour maketh to be one.great part bf doing his Fathers will [c] 
40. v. 9, I have (a'th he iv chat Prophetical Plalm, preached righteanſneſs 
10, in the great congregations Lt, 1 have not refratned my lips,O Lord; 
thou 2's 1 have not hid thy righteouſneſs nithin my heart Thave 
declared thy faithfulneſs and thy ſalvation , 1 have wot concealed 

thy Ioving kindneſs and thy truth from the great congregation, 

In orderto the fulfilling this Prophecy it is very remarka- 
ble that our Saviour began his Miniſtry at that very time,when, 
and in that very place,where Joby was caſt into Priſon; which 

[d]JMark circumſtance is oblervedby'2 of the Evangeliſts after rhat 
* I, v,14. John was caſt into Priſons(faith Mark) [4d] Jeſwicame intyGalie 
lee. (which was under the Jurilſdiion and command of Herod, 
[-<]L»ks [e] who had newly impriſoncd fohn, preacheng the Geſpel of the 
3-v- 19. Kingdom of God, 2nd from that time ( laith 27) [f] i. e. From 
| wt the tinie of Johns Impriſonment-Feſ#s began to Preach, thereby 
Cf] Mar. thewing ip his own example that no danger ſhould diſcourage 


fo | | erp Golp<1-Preacher ſrem the diſcharge of his duty, 


VVhat our Saviour did himſelt he doth likewiſe advise his 
[7] Mes Diſciples unto and therefere in that very Chaprer [s] where 
£3" he ſene them forth to preach thongh he directs them to beware of 


1.10 . tpi ie 
" wen [nh] and to be wiſe as Serpents, yet withall he commands 
(5] 46. mn 1 preach mablikety , 0k 1 ſay to you ſaith he, 2 the dark 
i you ſpeak in the light and what you hear inthe ear publiſh 0n the 
| houſe top andas foreiceing that the Diſciples might raiſe ſome 
ebjcions againſt this becaule of the certain danger and haze. 

ard rhat would attend ſuch a praQice our Saviour doth no 

Ny leſs then three times expreſly command them [4] 70: to be afraid 
[dINs * of them that 0nlz kill the body, whereby mentioning the worſt 


and 


ve Wop oio="", . yp ©-* 


SE | (3 | 

and utmoſt that men.cando in a way of oppoſition, he dath ſuf- 

ficiencly. arm his:mipilters againſt lefſer difficulties; and.to ſhew 

thar ke did nor leave the duty of preaching publikely unto his 
Apoftles liberty,zs «.xhing chey might do or forbear as they 

lealed,he makes itafrerwards to be a: part of their confeſſin 

[e [5] which he requireth as an indeſpenfible duty from all [b]o.39 
his tollowers;and acc rdingly when the.4poltles (aiter the de. 


| ſcentofthe holy Spirit, upon them) werecommanded ro be fi- 


leat, by the High Pricſts, and ro Preach no more , [:] in the fc] A, 

Name of Chrifts | 4.9.19, 
Theugh the Perions which injoyned rhts were their Jaw/ul ma. 20- 

giſtrares yer they abiolutely refuſed to fubmitunto th: m; and 

upon the account of an Argument, which is ſtil} of equal force, 

if it be T1ghteous before God, lay they, to obey you rather then God, 

judge yes ſor we canmor but ſprak the things which we have ſeen and 

heard; and atrerwards when they aflembled together, they (did | 

not pray,Citier for the favour o: the Magiſtrates, or for. wiſdom : 39* 

to cenctal tacmiclves or for their own ptcſervation;bur appeal 

unto God to be a righ:cous Judge betwcen their rulers and 

them;and for themiclvs,do beg nothing bur courage to dilcharge 


their duty, aza now, {ay-tney, O Lord look upon their threats and 


grve.. unto thy Servants , that with ail boldneſs ti ey may ſprak * 30.. 
thy wor ln which Prayer,1s being agreeable to the will of God, © 
they were prelently neard and antwcred, for they were filled with 
the Holy Sprrit,, andas an effec thereat they ſpake the word of 
God with boldneſs: The lame Prayer and for tne tame ends doth 
the peſtle Paul deſire the Epheſyans, to make for him when he 


| was in Priſon Prayzng [4] faith he for me (not that] may be re- [d) Epb. 


, . 


may be givenito me by the opening of my mouth with bo'dnrſs to make 
known the Miftery of the Geſpel,;that 1 may be bold therein, as 1 
ought to {ſpeak, and in his advice to T:zmothy whom he inftructs as 
a Pattera of all following Teachers he.exhorts him to fir up the 
gift that was in him (the meaning of which advice'is as he -him« 
| A 2 ſelf” 


leaſed from my bonds and i: tar liverty, bur ) that utterance 6ig.20,; 
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6 gy | ſeaſon, out of ſeaſon reprove, rebuke , exhort, with all manner of 


Preaching, he gives 4 reaton which holds true and binding in 


(Ja all Ages, [4] becauſe God halh not grven tous (whether we are 
v. 7.8. belicycrs or preachers) the ſpirit « f fear but of paxer, and there= 
fore we nowzas well as tlie Apoſtles afore us. are not to be aſha- 

[7 2 med of the teſtimony of the Lord, but to ſuffer hardlbiy "nith the 
[W.2, —_ according to the power of God [<] as good Soldiers of Jeſus 

I :2, Chet. , + | 
R. 2; $ <condly » another Argument may be rakon from -the Nature 


of 1 Geſpel Miniftry,which,to whomever it is commitredzis to be 
looked upon as 41 office, s ſtewardſhip 4nd xo be managed as* a 
truft, for a fairhful dilcharge of which they are to be ftrily 
[4] Cer, accountable [4] Let 2 Mans (i. c. letevery one) ſo account of. 6 
4-c,1,2, (iaith the Apoltle Paul, meaning himſelf a14 orher Preachers 
| of the Goſpel 1n his time) as Miniſters of Chriff 42d flewards of 
the Miſtertes of God;now as the ſameApoſtles adds what ts reguts. 
red of ſtewards, is that they be found faithful;ut to be faithfull, 1s 
not to lay up our Lords Money, bue co lay it out,und ro Trade 
with it for our Maſters 2dvaniage;thus are we all commanded 


* Co ]Petei, ro deal with ſpiritual gifis[e] every one as he hath received a gift. 


$4V.10. Miniſter thereof ro one another as good flewards of the manifold 
grace of God, and this the Apoſtle Paul makes to be his. warrant 

aad apology why he was ſo laborious and conſtant in preach. 

[{42 Ce ing[f] for 14irh he if 1Preach the Goſpel, ! have nothing to boaſt off, 
16. 17 _— e a neceſſity lyeth upon mezyea there is a woe unto me if 1 preach 
* mot the Goſpel becauſe 1 am intruſted with « ftewardſbip. As Moſes 

was faithfull in all Gods houſe, which is mentioned by God him- 
Lg] Vs. felt [g] and afterwards repeated by the Apoſtle as his higheſt 
13.9.7. commendation ; ſoarcall thoſe to be , whom God hath been 
pleatcd ro hononr with calling them to be his Servants in that 
work.then not their own oſs, ſafety or Proffit, but their 
\ Maſters honour and intreſt is to be conſulted by them, which 
none 


\ 


ES: | | 
(4) 2 ſelfexplains it in enother place [4] preach the-word be inftant in: 


long ſuffering and Dofrine, for which Afſiduity' and diligence in 


5) 
none can faithfully artend,. who cither floathfully impriſen 


cheir \ight cr cowardly deſert thetr ſtation, : 
Thirdly, another Argument may be raken from the nature of R. 3: 


| Preaching gifis, "which ti-creale by uſing;chey arc like the Weddows 


O91, which while ir ſtood in the Vetſ-Thad no increaſe, butmul- 
tiplycd, as it was pouring outs Graia in the floor doth not inrich 

the earth,but when 1t is Sown , it proſpers to an Harveſt: as & 

ſpring 1f you ſtop irs Current will preſently be choaked up; or 

a fire when vol ]cave off blowing £@2s out;!o is it with ſpiritu« 

al gifrs,which in cn!s reiped as well as others are compared to 

Fire and Water, b. caute rney muſt be keprupin a continual _ _ 
exercile ot elteweare in danger of loofing them [a] the mant- [4] Cor. 
feſtation of the Spirit, (i, e, that gift whatever it is whereby the ***%* 7: 
Spirit of God doth maniteſt ir telf ro act in any) # given to proffit 

(nor our lelves principally but others) wethall : and therefore . 


we are commanded [5] ro excel that we may benefit the Church, [b]c.14« 


waich end when it is not rel1gtouſly deſigned, and 2trended to 12, 
we may f-ar that our talent ſball be taken away, as it was from 

the exil and the floathful ſervant, whereas he tiiac ulerh what he 
hath rcecived hath the promite of a Blefhing , [-] and (hall be (c) Mate 
made to abourdand to much the more as he gocth through 25-%3 
greatcr difficulties in the exercite and imployment of his 

Talent, 

Laftly fince our Lord Criſt hath called all ſveh, as are truly g_ 
Gotpel Miniſters,unto that work,and | ath promited to be wit 
tiemand toefiſt them in ir, there can be rothing more diſho- 
nourable to his power and authority then ro decline any part of 
the Duty we owe to him,for fear of men;for our Lord is a great 
King,8& 2s he is able todetend, ſo he hath promiſed that he will 747 Rev, 
amply reward all his faithful ſervants; he knows all our works[d] 2, 19, 
and wio they ate that call themſelves Fews or Chrijitans that | 
are not ſuch bur rather the Synagogue of Sathar , itis from ſuch 
as thete, nominal Chrifii#x5 but real Devils, thas all our ſuffe- 
rings in the Jaft dazs are to beexpected,who make uleot the _ 
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2A : ; (6) 

and of the form of godlineſs with the greater dexterity,and adyan- 
r20e to oppole and perlecute the poxer of :t;and yet event theic he 
hath commanded us zot to f-ar, though they may prevail to.de- 
liver us into Priſons and unto deara, yet weare not to fear, any 
of theſe things ne may ſuffer, beciute our Lord Ci:ciſt who was dead, 
now lives for ever, and w«ll give all his witnefles 4 Crown of 
Life.ln expectation of which recompence we ſhould daily try=- 
umph and rejoycc,whereas to do or torvear Going any thing, in 
religious concernments.mcerly that we may avoid pcriccutions, 
argues a poor, low, and ungoip<llike Spirit; as the Apoſtle ob- 
ſerves in theſe. Conformiſts in his time, who p:eiched up Cir* 
cumsiſion and 'eoal Ceremo nes he (atth tacy did it meerdy,[e]thar 


(«) Gal. they might pot be perſecuted with the Croſs of Chritt whereas were 


6. v. 12, ye Chriſtians iadvred we ſhould as he profeſſerh he did 


14, 


Que. 


Arf. 3 


a glory 11 
nothing more then the Croſs of Chrift and in our Cen/ormity to that 
t y which the World would be crucified to us,and we unto the 
Terrors and allurcments of the World: And ſo much to the firſt 
geſtion, | 
[he ſecond Q;eſtton Is, whether believers in order to the more 
ſolemn ſerving of Gol, and thetr mutual edification, are bound to 


continue their aſſembling torether , when the ctvil Magiftrate doth 


expreſsly prohibit [ uck kind of meetings; this queſtion , though tr 
may 1cem ſufficiently decided by rhe anſwer given unto the 0- 
thersfor if it be tne duty of Miniſters to preach,it muſt neceflari- 
ly;follow that it is the peoples duty to hearzii the Shepherd, to 
the-pimoft h1zard of his Life, muſt go beforezthencerrainly the 
ſheep muſt follow after, and hearken to his voice,yer becaule of 
thoſe diſtinions and ſhifts which carnal fear hath found our,un- 
der the notion of chriſtian prudence I thall ſpeak more fully for 
che affirming of it. , . 6 EIS 

Ficft. The Apoſtle doth exprefly command that Beltevers 
ſhould not forſake Emvureyowyuw aſſembling or gathering togetber 
zpto one place (as the Greek word properly ſigaities) but be day- 


ly adwoniſhing one another and ſo much the mare as they ſaw the day, 
| | | 1,C. 


| (I#-. : 
(i. e. the evil day of perſecution and diſtreſs, approaching [«] f _ 
where heis ſoſar from making ene perſecution rien coming; "oe 
pon them (of which ke ſpeaketh and againſt which, he 1ncou- 
rageth them inthe following chaprer ) ro be a motive for. the 
forbcaring of meetings; that he uſeth.it, as an argument to 
quicken them unto greater diligence and frequency tnere1az 
ahd :&cording to this command ſo was the PraQtice of the Pri- 
mitive Chriſtians,for as ſoon as cver they were copverted they (b) AF 
did not think ir ſufficient to keep their Religion ro. themſelves, 2 4, * 
and to ſerve God in private but [4] C:ntinned conftant unto the : 
Teaching and fellowſbip of the 4poiHes, and that not only before (c) 2g + 
but after the Apoſtles were by publick authority ſilenced, (c) %:12-75* 
for then all (1. e. all the converts) were with oxe accerd toge= 
ther in Solomons Porch, which congregating together is made 4 
diſtinive note and CharaQter of 2 true Diſciple, for its ſaid 
of _ reſt, (who were not Dilciples) no mas ds rji 091 himpelf un” 
ts them, | 
Secondly , By allembling themſelves , thus in time 
of perſecution our Lord Chriſt is greatly honoured 
for hereby w2 give an evidence that we confets and arenot aſha- 
med of him, vhich is a thing he doth very often?. xpreſly call fot 
and he takes eſpecial notice who they arcin defiling, and. dan- 
grove times that keep conſtantly and meet often together to (4) Ma, 
crve him,the place in Malachy (d) is well known and for this 3* 16, 
we find he commends the Church if Pergamus (e) | know (aithhe © oy 
thy works and where thou dpelleſt where Sathan hath his Throne,'by a 
which 15 meant the perſecuting Heathen Magiitrate who had 
there his reſidence and publiſhed his Deviliſh Decrees ) and 
thou holdeft faft my Name, and haſt not denyed my Faith , and be- 
cauſe ſeparation from all ſuch Churches, or Aﬀembly's, which 
call themſelvs Jews ot Chriſtiens, and are not doth neceſſarily 
draw perſecution along with itztherefore dothhe command: in 
the {ame Chapter all thoſe whom he foreſaw were likely wo 
be thrown int Priſon, and there exerciſed with many tryals 
not to fear;becauſc he laid there ſufſerings to heart; and © that 
: CON= | 
- . 
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conRancy which did fo viſibly redound to his konowy fe would 

_ notfail fully ro reward; in backſliding times rhe 104 ef weſt ro 

the firit ways of holineſs doth max cold,ant nropory ut; 0 'y thetr 

Hatred agatonft crue profeflors and tollowers of it, t©:7 1ncre axe 

and then God {cems to {ay as Moſes did to the reve lic lirage 

(s) Ex. lites (4) Who is oz my ſide; let them come tootiner 204 ſheww 

32.26. themſelves; for the Saints are ſaid to be the glory of Chrift , (4) 
(b) Cor. 4nd thateſpecially inthe Church Aſembls, whici is meant. 

2, 3, 3nd thatelpectally In the Churcy {ſem 15, wiiicirts meant by 

(c) Iſs. the propher whoa he {atth upon all the Glory 2. e, 1/penall the 

aſſemblies of Stor:,or of rhe true Church ſhall be a defence , and all 

their fufferings which may befal them, for ſuch we! doing, are 

(4) Cor, ordered on purpoſe by Chriftth actin the iflue he may have 

4.11, plory by them, for we,ſ{atth the APoſtle Paul are alzay's delie 

wvered up unto deaths for the ſake of jeſus, that the life (i. e, the 

living power) ef Jeſitss may be manifeſted in our mertal fl-ſhand fo 

(o)r Pet. the Apoſtle Peter to the ſame purpoſe (+) vow if need Le you are 

* put to ſorrow by drvers temptations that the tryall of j0ur faith ”:4y 

be found to honour and praife and glory, at the Revelatiun cf Jeſus 

Chriſt, and again in anorher place zn as much as je are partakers 

in the ſuffering of Chrilt r:J)yce that at the Kewelition of his Glory, 

ye may joynith excee 'ing gladneſs becauſe then the Spirit of Gad, 

and of glory doth Teft upon you and on your per. is glorified. 
Thirdly, This 1s the belt way to convince and filence the 


e.4.v,13, 


Arp, 3« 


2in-ſaying ind contradifting Vorld , and 1ewile per to 


ame thole falſe and pretended brethren,who (as the Apoſtle 

. ſpeaks in the cale ofcircumciſion) would have ns ro {orbear 
mectings meerly *f; that they may £ lory in our fleſb,and tryumph 

f)34'. inour fcar and cowardile; es when the Centurion (aw the Barth. 
6.15. grake 2nd the dreadful Eclipſe ar our Savicurs death, and above 
FLA all when he heard his Yoice with ſo much iecuriry and confi- 
e) Wet. lence committing himiclf ro God, he pretently cryed « ut(g) 
(3 aſuredlythis man was the 0 of God, (o w:cn hypocritical pro- 
feſlors and worldly ſpirited oppolcrs d> ſce the courage and 
conſtancy of the Saints in keeping rogether, theugh Earth- 
quakes 


CY wat. &. * 


4 


.nifieth to hold up on high) the word of truth,xs a light,wnen «+ 


9 oF 
"quakes and Tumults are round abourthem , they will-chen be 
forced to acknowledge that they are the ſincere worſhippers of 
the true God; as (a)Nebuchadnezzar did conce rning the 3 Chil. ( 4) Das, 
the: who boldly diſobeycd his impious deerec,and Dorixs cone 3:28.29 
cerning Dazxzel, who would not emit the circumſtance of ha. * 
ving his w;ndows open when he prayed, notwithſtanding the Law 


apainſhit. It is in General the cnd of all Chriſtian meetings to 
convince Unbelievers,and to bring them to centets that 'b) God (6b) Covi 
is inus of truth, but to meet for the Worſhip of GoJ , only 14.v.24. 
when the mcnof the World do give us leave, muſt nceds 25. 

make them think that we are in all retpeRs like chemiclves,and 
that our Religion ftands in necd of thetr countenance and favour 


ro uphold it; But (c) to held forth (er as the word inier lig- (c) Pla. 


GI, v2. 
. ftorm and wind is blowing 1a our faces;te keep cut in our (hip 
-at.Sea;tr the' midſt of a rempeſt without ieeking for ſhelter in 
ſome obſcure and ignoble harbourzit will draw the «cycs of 


Unbelicvers towards us, and make them confels that [d] ano (11 Job. © 


ther SpiriraQs in us then acts in them ; which Spirir is the 44.6 
proper principlc ofa Believer, nor only that with conftimres 
and makes him/one,burwhich doth vvholly differ. nce him from 

the mcn of the World. | | 

-.« Fourthly, the more dangerons and diſtreſſing the day is, the Arg. 4: 
more need have we of all manner of helps to quicken and incou- 


mage'us;and therefore alembling is moſt neceſlary in perſecuting 


-rigges; as in; Winter we kindle greater'fires, and in dark Nigbts 
light up more Candles,ſo in the ſharp: Weather of perſecution 
we ſhould youes of all rogether that we may keep one/aho- 
cher warmzthe Apoſtle PazIthongh animated by frequent viſi- 


| q onSizet (2) when lhe ſawthe Brethren his: outney to Rome he to6k (+), Alt 


newconrape, Weſtaudin our preſent frail compoſirionof fleſhi8e 28:25. 


| blood ſo'ttlared antindextedro one another; that oftentimes 
- the compan 
\{elvos,doth 


y even of thoſe cit are-irforidur wGrace unto! our 
proyeavery greavitronpthning and therefore Gidcou 
| B though 
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(16) EY | 
though acknowledged by God himſelf ro be a 24iqhty Man of - 
JV alawr, and who h3d n>wly had 2 fignall Miracles ro confirms + 
| himzyet being airaid ro go down alone into the Camp ct-rhe 
(i) Jud: Miaranites, nx is commanded by Gol 'f) to take his Serwant Ru. 
8.9.10. re rib 21m 3nd our Savioeur Inmielf,when he was{/] inhis:taf 
(4) __ aud g:catelt agony, requeſts his Diiciples to tarry:anu co warch 
269-35. ith him,as ic were to relieve him wits their Society aud Synt- 
-, »*  pathy3 Thus the Apoſtle Pazl afterall his Revelations and Rap- 
OS) Row sares, frequ cn tly deſires thoſe unto whom he writes, [4::to be 
15 26 wery earme(i in their prayers unto God for him and whenT7ztus and 
3 "j Timothy, came to him from Adaredontra it was iuncha Reyival to 
(c) As hinvcbacit is oblerved how he was upon it,|c]{re/gbrned tn Spi- 
$9.5) zit,and treft;fi-d co the Jews that Jeſus was the Clriſt;the coming 
- .* ++? gfz ſuchdear Friends,made the holy APolile to recollect all his 
inward powers and vvith 2 rcdoubled: vehemence and. ingenti- 
on to-pertorm h's:Maniſtry, And'therefore to fitgl & theaſkflanec 
ahich-the ice 'ng of one: anothers faces, and hearing one ano- 
thers words,na1y help to bring us in times of difir1s,this is o8- - 

* Iyta betray our telvcs,and to throw away cur {i ccours., when 

© we ſtand mott in need of thems... Þ 3 aol i ng 
2. Jaaftly wienche Sdiurs:mect rogerher. 'iniobedicr.ce- to rhe 
Arg. 5+ command and will of God they have a more fimediate: title:to 
- his proreG:onzints wponthe Glory,thar is,upon the pub!ick aſſem- 
blies of Stony thar the-:Tefevce 1s (promiſed: to br; the: whale 
Worlg, which teth 72 evil(or raiet- inthe evrlone).is a kind of 
2 waſt,i-wilderneſs,inmwhick the [Devilwalks & tulcsz þnethe 
()Ife Church is a' Garde 1tdofed nd God, himſclt hack promitedd to 
26.4. 3. YVaterand Fence ir(d) and therefore whoever tanchit in an Ho- 
| (+) P/41, file and violentmannerare incertain. danger ofbeing ruined 
165.) and deſtroyed themiclves; mhen-the Faints of old-wete but fow 
15,- ': Jy hutber apd ine wandering condition Gad: nevi votthen faſſer 
e074 Kings ro hurt them, for nor Kivgt as:fonic dally-expentid | 
that text bux-the ſaints arc Gods ano:atoeores, for whumbe -08- 
| reth;andit he would gotſuiſer them-to be. weonged 5 whemebey 


VVEere 


< ' 


ho cod trrwwa $—_ 


re but few, rench Icfs will he permit ie when they ave many © 
e I ynttedthe Hracl of God ;and fuchare all tae warſhippers, 


- 


fire ,- (3d cFout rhemnay oftentimes thole Wolves and. Bey 

of p;.y vo ought ro devour themaare {0 far di{appointedgthag 
Ged !1ith promited ro ftrengthen his def pitcd peeple, toretury 
their recompence upon their heads, and to execute his Ve ngcanee 
upon thenzthus God rhreatneth Edem,who was a fa le ani cruel 
Brother unto lirael [g] I witl lay ary vengeance upon Edom , by 
the hand of my people Iſrael, and they ſhall ao in Edom according to 


' my arger, and according io :y fury, and they ſhall know my wenge- 


ance; our Lord Chriſt amongſt other ſtiles of care and affction 
is called-the Shepherd - of -h15 people;-andbisShceparcetizety ro 
havemoſt o*his care, and ey2,when r1cy are moſt rogethcrzto be 
ſcarxcred isa great Jucgement,and is oftentimes threatned as 
one. for it makes us lyable to become a prey unto any thar is de- 
firous ro take us; an therefore ler none Þy any a of theirs, 
in wicthdrawi!.g from their Follfs.8& proper reſting places,feem 
willing to put themſclvs into.that condiiton;4ut watt on the Lord 
and keep his ways (a) and then they may comfortably expe whar 
follows that the Lard nill exalt them to tnbernt the earth 0 when 
the wicked are cut off they ſhall ſee it, nay p« rhaps God will hce 
nour them to bEhis Thſtruments rheretn;*or this is premited” as 
an honour to all his Saints, Plal. 149. -And ſo much fcr the 
ſecond Q1eſtion, 4 


There remains a Third Queſiton,and that w,whether upon the Ba= 
nifhmenr, Impriſonmentor death of the faithful and ſuffering 
reackers of th2 Goſpz1, ethers who in their very entrance into 
tae Miniſtry do fnb{cribe themſelves the unfcigned Scrvants of 
Men are to be heard, 4ut this is of ſp eafie a ſolution thar whoer er 
are rightly ſatisfied about the 2 _ ma) eaſily reſolve themſelves 
DA 474 


7: 1 be walked withoue thc inevitable overthtow af all cheats 


c,- © 5,bccaule Got himielt hath promiledt be (fa Wal l of ( _— 
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4 nd were but undue fear,6nd carnal prudence a little farther remgs 
wed from us, we ſhould ſcarce ever difoure pnhether thoſe that have ta. 
ien afalſe Oath, and renounced atrue one, vvere once to be ovyn. 


. ed by os as Miniſters of Chriſt,or ar ſuch ought to be attendedzto our 
. Lord Chrift never ſent any to preach his Goſpel, upox - ch wretched 
© 8nd unworthy termry and if Chriſt ſent thom nor 2 


1070B | e) are to be 
8: comntea of by ut as ſtrangers, who ſball pa) azarly for their preſump» 


HUT 4x4 wnmarrantable tntr ujion. 
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